
 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the: 
 

POWELL RIVER SPORT FISHING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

February 27, 2006 @ 7255 Duncan Street, Powell River, B.C. 

 
 
PRESENT: 
Hugh Kingwell  Dave Hodgins   Herb Daum 
Greg Rahier   Rob Bombardir  Andrew Shostak 
Sam Sansalone  George Illes   Rusty Kempe 
Melody Kingwell 
 
Hugh Kingwell acted as Chair 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm 
 
Minutes of the last meeting reviewed and adopted 

1. Status of motions forwarded to SFAB was reviewed 

• Motion 005-001  -  this motion was referred to the committee working on 
herring management issues therefore not adopted at the regional meeting. 

• Motion 005-007  -  This motion was rejected at the board meeting as there was 
already a more comprehensive motion dealing with Lingcod recommended by 
the ground fish committee that met the intent of this motion. 

• Motions 005-010, 005-011, 005-012  -  These three motions all referring to 
crab management issues were redirected to the ground fish shellfish committee 
for review and action. 

• Motion 005-013  -  This motion was rejected as it was pointed out at the Board 
meeting that it conflicted with a previously adopted South Coast motion.  This 
was a difficult situation as the Board takes area committee recommendations 
seriously and rejection is not done without compelling reasons.  This motion 
dealt with the halibut TAC and how the sport fishing allocation is derived.  The 
reasoning from the SFAB meeting was explained to the group by Hugh. 

2. All other motions were passed as written. 
 
 
Hugh updated the committee on the Sport Fishing Advisory Board meeting he attended at the end of 
January.  Topics touched on included.  Herring, cod, salmon, halibut quotas and rockfish. 
The minutes of that meeting were emailed around and though they are long, there are some 
interesting items such as 

• The proposal to create four marine parks with a large one proposed in the lower Georgia 
Strait.  Could there be a no catch policy in the future for the park areas?  There is a policy 
stating no lead weights less than 3 oz. 
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• Discussion on a Homalko First Nation proposal to keep Coho by catch from the Area D Gill 
net fishery in Butte Inlet.  There was allot of discussion on this proposal, but in the end, for 
reasons noted in the minutes, the Sport Fishing Advisory Group would not support the 
proposal. 

 (Rob wanted to know how we would know they are not abusing this already.) 

• Discussion on SARA developments 

• Discussion regarding the 2006 Integrated Fishing Management Plan (IFMP) 

• Report from the Integrated Harvest Planning Committee (IHPC) 

• Review of all SFAB motions tabled 

• Pacific Salmon Commission updates 

• Information on current developments with sea lice and fish farms 
 
Net Pen initiative update:   
George Illes (representing the Salmon Society), confirmed  the Salmon Society had permission for 2 
pens, one on Texada and one at Willingdon Beach.  They would be in place by early May for 2 to 3 
weeks.  CUPE is donating $500 for food.  The town will be replacing the dock at Willingdon Beach.  
Texada Sawmill will be putting in the net and feeding the fish on Texada.  Both pens are near fresh 
water and the fish should imprint on that.  40,000 will be placed in each pen.  They are not clipped.  
The Salmon Society will continue to stock these pens yearly as long as funding is maintained. 
 
It was reported that Theodosia/Sliamon Group will also be placing 100,000 Chinook into pens at the 
mouth of the Theodosia River each year for the next five years.  This is to re establish the fish in 
Theodosia. 
 
It was noted that there are some within the DFO that have concerns regarding hatchery operations as 
they affect “wild” stocks.  So far this has not resulted in a change in policy with regards to supporting 
existing hatchery operations. 
 
The Salmon Society had a meeting with the DFO approximately 10 days ago and was told that their 
stocking numbers will remain the same with no cut backs.   
 
There was discussion on how the new “Wild Salmon” Policy seems to be unsupportive of hatchery 
strategies.  This could create issues in future depending on how the new Policy is interpreted and 
implemented. 
 
The Salmon Society continues to look for donations to support the good work they do in Powell 
River. 
 

Lingcod Discussion; 

As noted earlier, the Goodish Shellfish committee presented a motion at the main Board meeting 
regarding the implementation of a lingcod season for 2006.  Although several options were 
considered, the most likely one is that there could be an opening for Lingcod and Rockfish from June 
to Sept 2006 only.  The limit will be 1 fish per day to a limit of 10 for the season.  The size limit that 
was in place will remain.  The loss is the ability to keep any rockfish during the rest of the year.  The 
preferred option was that the Lingcod or Rockfish be open during the full year with the same daily 
and yearly catch limit. 
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Other Business; 

 

• George asked what the expected time that the RCA closures could last for was.  It was 
suggested it could be 25 to 30 years.  For all intents and purposes, they are a permanent 
closure. 

 

• Hugh noted that Halibut quota allocation for sport fishing is set at 1.6 million pounds.  At this 
time estimates are that we could be at or above the allocation set for sport fishing.  This may 
well force the issue of quotas to be resolved one way or the other. 

 

• There is a proposed change to the limit of oysters, long neck barnacles and squid.  Oysters 
could go from 15 per day whole or 1\2 pint shucked, to a count of 15 whole per day only   if 
all concerned could provide Hugh with feedback and information on their interest in this he 
will draft a recommendation from the group. 

 

• We need to get information together regarding the number of people crabbing around 
Harwood Island in order to support a designated crabbing area for sport fishers.  Greg said he 
could assist with the data because they count traps and floats.  Also noted they count shore 
fishermen on Savary Island. 

 

• George asked about the possibility of stopping commercial fishing for crab around Savary 
Island.  Information from Greg indicated there is only one commercial guy.  Two others have 
been around but don’t appear to have put any traps down.   

  
 
Discussion regarding SARA listing for Coho. 
 
Discussion at the main Board meeting indicates that it is likely that Coho will end up listed.  It is 
unfortunate, but the DFO has chosen to support this listing.  They could not defend their position at 
the meeting but my feeling from the discussions was that Coho were being sacrificed because DFO 
was not prepared to deal with the First Nations and other economic issues that would arise if they 
listed Sockeye.  To appease those who feel the SARA program is not working, the listing of Coho is 
being supported. It is hoped the new Minister will take a critical look at this and not just rubber stamp 
the recommendation. 
Noted that the Sierra Club was in the news looking for several sockeye species to be put on the 
SARA listing.   
 

RCA Update 

 

Hugh passed out maps that show the revised RCA’s. 
. 
Most of the recommendations made by this local committee were accepted and the areas that we had 
great concern over were amended as submitted.  Only one area near Lasqueti will be re-submitted, 
otherwise, everyone is to be congratulated on their contributions and efforts.  Way to go. 
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The question was asked about whether or not this will be the last time these proposals will come up 
for revision and the suggestion was that they could be looked at again, but not likely in the near 
future. 
 
 

Cowichan Chinook update 

 

Hugh mentioned that the Chinook closures won’t likely be less than last year, and they could be 
more.  The hope is for nothing more restrictive than the 2005 program.  The Cowichan return 
numbers are still very low. 
 

General Discussion Items; 

 

• George mentioned that there was a new article on Cormorants dying off the west coast of 
Vancouver Island.  Apparently they are starving??? 

 

• George also asked about the Herring Openings.  Some discussion as to why our herring are 
gone, suggestions about reduction in kelp beds.  It was mentioned that Marc Biagi wants to do 
a kelp farm to bring back the herring. 

 

• It was asked if the DFO would be putting in an Information booth at the local Home show in 
early May.  This would be helpful in educating the public.  The Salmon Society will be 
putting in a booth. 

 

• When asked about the frequency of the meetings everyone present felt that having them as 
and when needed was working well.   

 

• Hugh asked that members forward him email addresses of people that could be interested in 
the Sport Fishing Advisory Committee and he would make sure they got on the mailing list. 

 

• The Salmon Society is now putting out a newsletter every 3 to 4 months. 
 

• The new local publication “Powell River Living” is looking for articles. 
 

• Minutes will be posted on Rusty’s web site. 
 

• The Salmon Society’s web site is now up and running. 
 
 
 
Adjourned at 8:30 
 
 


